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Jndifferent Things 
"IG Uſed in the 


WORSHIP  GOD.,| 


Propoſed and Stated, by con- 
ſidering theſe QUESTIONS. 


Qu.IT. Whether things Indiflerent, though not Preſcrited, 
may be Lawfully uſed .in Divine Worſhip > [ or, 
Whether there be any things Indifterent in the 
Worſhip of God? ] 


| Qu. IT. Whether a reſtraint of our Liberty in the uſe of 
ſuch Indifferent things be a violation of it? | 
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Queſtion. 


Q. Whether things not preſcribed in the Word 


of God, may be Lawfully ufed in Divine 
Worſhip 2 


k Efore I proceed to the Caſe it ſelf, it will be fit 
to conſider what the things are which the 
Queſtion more immediately reſpe&ts. For the 

better underſtanding of which, we may obſerve, 

I. That there are Eſſential parts of Divine Worſhip, 
and which are, either by Nature or Revelation, ſo de- 
termined, that they are in all Ages neceſſary : In Na- 
tural Religion, ſuch are the Objedts of it, which muſt 
be Divine; ſuch are the acknowledgmentsof Honour, 
and Reverence, due and peculiar to thoſe Objects, as 
Prayer, &c. And in the Chriſtiart Religion, ſuch are the 
Sacraments of Baptiſm, and the Lord's Supper. Theſe 
are always to be the ſame in the Church. 

2. There are other things.relating to Divine Worſhip, 
which are arbitrary and variable, and determined ac- 
cording to circumſtances, as Geſture, Place, &c, 


B | AS 


(2) 

Asto the former it's grantedby the contending Parties, 
that they are all already preſcribed, and that nothin 
in that kind can be added to what. 1s already preſcribed, 
nor can any thing ſo preſcribed be altered, or aboliſhed. 
Nothing now can be made neceffary and binding -ro 
all Perſons, Places, and Ages, that was not fo from the 
beginning of Chriſtianity ; and nothing that was once 
made fo ; Divine Authority can be rendred void or 
unneceſſary by any other. - 

Therefore the Queſtion 1s to be applied to the latter, 
and then it's no other than, Whether things in their own 
nature Indifferent , —_ uot preſcribed in the Ward of 
God, may be lawfully uſtd in Divine Worſhip 2 Qr, Whe- 
= there be any thing Indifferent in the Worſhip of 
God 2 | OM 

Toward the reſolution of which, I ſhall 

I. Enquire into the Nature, and ſtate the Notion of 
things Indiffterent. ES 

2. Shew that things Indiffterent may be Lawfully 
uſed in Divine Worſhip. Sh 

3- Conſider how we may know what things are In- 
difterenit in the Worſhip of God. 

4. How we are to Determine our felves in the uſe of 
Indifferent things ſo applied. 

5. Shew that there is nothing required in the Wor- 
thip of God in our Church, but what is either Neceffary 
an it ſelf, and ſo binding to all Chriſtians ; or what 1s 
Indifftereat, and fo may be Lawfully ufed by them. 


I. 1 fhall enquire into the Nature, and ſtate the Notion 
of things Indifferent. In doing of which we are to ob- 
terve, that all things with reference to PraQtice are re- 
ducible to theſe three Heads.: 

Furſt, Duty. 

Secondly, Sin.. 

Thirdly, 


(3): 
Thirdly, Neither Duty nor Sin. 
Duty iseither ſo Morally, and in its own Nature, or 
made ſo by Divine and Poſitive Command. Sin«1s fo 
in its own Nature, or made and declared to be ſuch by 
Divine and Poſitive Prohibition. Neither Duty nor Sin, 
is that which no Law, either of Nature or Revelation, 
hath determined ; and is uſually known by the Name 
of 1adifferent, that is, it's of a middle Nature, partaking 


in it felf of neither extremes, and may be indifferently 


uſed or forborn, as in Reaſon and Prudence ſhall be 
thought meer. Things of this kind the Apoſtle calls 
Lauful, -x Cor. 10:23. &c. becauſe they are the ſubjet 
of no Law, and what are therefore Lawful to us, and 
which without Sin we may either chuſe or refuſe. Thus 
the Apoſtle doth determine , Rom. 4.15. Where no 
Law i there » no Tranſgreſſion, that is, it can be no 
tranſgreſfion to omit that which the Law doth not in- 
joyn, nor to do that which it doth not forbid ; for 
elfe that would be a Duty which the Law doth not in- 
joyn, and that would be a Sin which it doth not for- 
bid; which is in effe&t to fay there. is a Law where there 
15 hone, or that Duty and Sin are ſo without reſpe&t to 
any Law. But now if Duty be Duty: becauſe its in- 
joyn'd, and Sin be Sin becauſe it's forbidden, then In- 
different is Indifferent becauſeit's neither injoyrd nor 
forbidden. For as to make it a Duty there needs a 
Command, and to'make it 4 Sin there needs a Prohibi- 
tion ; ſo where there is neither Command nor Prohibi- 
tion, it's neither Duty nor Sin, and muſt be therefore 
Indifferent, Lawful, and Free. So that we may as well 
know by the Silence of the Law what is Indifferent, as 
we may know by its Authority what is a Duty or a 
Sin. And Ihave no more Reafon to think that a Duty 
or a Sin which it takes no notice of (ſince all Obliga- 
tion ariſeth from a Law) than that not to be a Duty - pl 
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Sin which it doth : The Nature of Lawful things being 
235 much determined fo to be, 'by the want of ſuch Au- 
thority, as that of Neceſlary is determined by it : And 
he that ſhall fay that's a Duty or a Sin which is not fo 


made and declared by. any Law, may as well ſay that's 


no Duty or Sin which there is Law about. - [To con- 


clude, there muſt be a Law to make it a Tranſgreſſion, 


and the want of a Law doth neceſlarily ſuppoſe it to be 
none, and what there is no Law for or againſt, remains 
Indifferent in it ſelf, and Lawful to us. As for inſtance, 
' ſuppoſe there ſhould be a Diſpute concerning Days ſet 
apart for the Service and Worſhip of God, how muſt 
this be determined but by the Law of Nature or Revela- 
tion ? and how fhall we be reſolved in the caſe, but 
by conſidering what the Law injoyns or forbids in it ? 
If we find it not injoyn'd, it can be of it ſelf no Duty; 


if we find it not forbidden, it can be of it ſelf no-Sing 


and conſequently it's Lawful and Indifferent, and in 
what we neither Sin by omitting nor obſerving. .\Sa 


the Apoſtle concludes, Rom. 1.4.6. He that regardeth @ 


day, regardeth it unto the Lord, and he that regardeth not 
the day, unto theLord he doth not regard it ; that is, there 
was no Law requiring it, and ſo making the obſerva- 
tion of it Neceſſary ; and no Law forbidding it, and fo 
making the obſervation of it Sinful ; and therefore 
Chriſtians were at Liberty to obſerve, or. not to obſerve 
it as they pleasd ; and in both they did well, if fo be 
they. had a. regard to the Lord in it, 


2. I ſhall ſhew. that there are things Indifferent in the 
Worſhip of God, and that ſuch things, though not preſcrib+ 
ed, may. be lawfully uſed in it. Tis allowed by all that 
there 1s no Command to be expetted about; the Natural 
Circumſtances of ation, and which the Service can- 
aot be celebrated without, ſuch. as Time and. Place, 

and 
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and: that thefe are left -to-humane Prugds pee to fix and' 
determine. -But. what., thoſe .,Natural . Circumſtances 
are is not ſo univerſally agreed to. And if they be ſuch. 
25 aforeſaid, that is, ſuch as the ation cannot be perform- 
ed without, then it will very much ſerye,to juſtify moſt 
of.the things in diſpure, and, defend our Chart in the 
uſe and practice. of them. .For,what-is there. almoſt, 
in. that kind amongſt us, which is, not Natirally or: 
Morally neceſlary to the aCtion, and it Time and Place 
fall under humane determination, becauſe they. are na- 
rurally neceſſary, then why not. alſo Geſture and, Habit, 
which, Worfhup can no; more, Naturally be celebratetl 
without, than the former;;, an conſequently 2.9urplice,. 
or Kneeling and Standing, may be alike lawfully = 
mined, and- uſed, ' as Time for aſſembling together, and 
a Church to allmble and_officare in, And what, Na 
tural Cireumſtances;arg.to. a Natural aCtian,,, that are 
Moral Circumftances. to a Moral a&tion ; and there are 
Moral as necellary to a Moral action, as there are Na- 
tural neceſſary. tg. a Natural aftion.. As. for. example, 
what Time and Place are to. Natural,. that are Method 
and Order to Moral and Religious a&s, and can no more 
be ſeparated from theſe than the other can be, ſeparated 
from the former, and therefore the Method and Order 
of Adminiſtration in Divine. Worſhip. (where not other- 
wiſe determined and. appointed by God) may as well: 
be determined by Men, . as-Time and Place, with reſpect 
to, the nature, : end, .and uſe. of the Service. . So that 
the exception. made againſt humane Appointments in 
Divine Worſhip, viz. (that all but natural. circumſtances 
muſt have a Divine Command. to legitimate their uſe ; and 
that whatever 3s .not. preſcribed, is therefore prohibited ) 
is of no ſervice ta. them-that plead. it ; and.it remains 
good ſo far-notwithſtanding, that there are things Indit- 
erent. in.the. Worſhip. of God, and that the —_ 
racr 


(s) 
Order. and Adminiftration'of it is left to Chriſtian Pra- 
dence And this I-thall more particularly prove. 
- 1. From the confideration of 'the Rules hid down in 
the Crag? rey's & to bow Borge armory on - Divine 
Worſhip which (except ' what refer to the Elements 
+ in the urns 'are _ from oe Long of 
ething ; and'ſo always were obliging to all AgeSun 
the ſeveral varittions 2nd forms Sf Divine Korſhip k 
and will be always fo toall Chriſtians in the World, viz. 
ſach as refpeQt Order, : egy fe Elification , inſiſted 
upon, 'x Cor. M4: 26, 0. So that we" are no other- 
wik bond, than. is bound by" theſe meaſures, and 
where not bound by them” we ate free. 'For as it! for- 
mer Ages fromthe beginning of the World , where 
revekrion did aot interpoſe (as it did-under the Mo- 
faical'Diſpenſation) all perſons 'were left at liberty, and 
if ſo be they had a refpe®t to/ thoſe natal ies, ihe} 
chooſe what' ways they pleaſed for thErepiuilation'df 'Di- 
vine Worſhip : So when under the Goſpel we have no 
other than thoſe Natural rules (except; as above exce 
ted) the I circumſtances are'as.tfinch now the 
matter of our free choice, as they were then, artd this 
or that may be uſed ard obſerved; 4s the Caſe requireth 
and Occafion ferves. ' Sothat if ever there were thi 
IfMifferent in Gods Worſhip, and the adminiſtration of 
it was left to the Confiderition and Prugence' of Man- 
kind, it is fo ſtill, fitice the Goſpdkteps to the eter- 
nal Rukes which even the Nature -of the 'Thing hath 
invariably eftabliſhed,and which, if it ever was ſufficient 
for the guiding of the Church of God if thoſe particu- 
tars, is certainly fo when the Nature of Man is improved 
by new helps, and fo he is more'c oe of jadging what 
may be futable to that effential Worfhi ich God 
harh preſcribed under the Gofpel, and to Him whom 
that Worſhip is dire&ted to. But then that mpg” 
ms 
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firms: this, isthat [thoſe Rules are/alſo (general ; and 
factoas wilt in: their ufſe/and/end wetpett all People in 
the: World; : The Apoſtles in. alt their-Difcourſes _ 
this fabject rarely do deſcend-to particulays', and in 
what they do, fhew how far Cuſtom/and:Charity; and 
the Reaſon of the thing ought to govern us ; as in the 
eaſe: of mens being Uncovered iti the Worſhip'of God, 
for which the Apoſtle doth-argue not fron Inſtitucion,: 
but the Nature and Decency of it, being 'in token of 


their preheminence, and - he headſhip they chave--over 
the Woman, &e. x .Cor.'1 1. 47. But otherwiſe: they 


without doubt thought: it: unpratticable to tyeigllNa- 
tions up -to the ſame Modes and- Circumſtances, -or if 
pratticable that it was not worth the while,” when the 
Worſhip might as. well 'be Adminiftred, and: God as 
much Honoufed by one a5: the. other. 'Now-if they 
did think it ſufficient to prefcribe only in:this General 
way, it muſt needs 'be that the particulars of thoſe Ge- 
nerals muſt be Indifferent, and:that' the chufing of one - 
particular before the other was left to Chriſtian Pru- 
dence. And if it ſhould be faid (avit'is) that when 


the- things are determined in general; 1the' particulars. are 


therein alſo wertually determined, and' {6 ave not-Tndif- 
ferent ; I ſhall content 'imy 'ſelf toireply, that by this: 
way of argiling; there woukd be nothing Indifferent in 
the World : There being ing how Lawful. and In- 
different :ſoever- init; ſelf; but iwhat- we are himited by 
General Rules in'the uſe-of. As for example, all Meats 
are now Lawful-ro Chriſtians,” but-yet thete' are Gene- 
ral Rules by which we are'determined in the uſe of 
them, ſuch as our own Conſtitution, 'and 'our Quality, 
or Scandal-gryen to-others.:' Ryt the being thus boun- 
ded by ſuch Rules, doth not change the Natute' of 
thoſe Meats, and make - them 'to- be other than Indit- 
ferent. So it is, in the Worſhip of God, for the =_ 

, Admini= 


. thoſejpircymſtanets.; ſometimes this, and at. other times: 


(a) Lightf. 
Hor. Hebr. in 
I Cor..II. 
(6) Plut. 
Probl. Rom. 
(c) Macrohb, 
. Saturn. 1.3. 
:C.6, 


(8) 
Adminiſtration of :which there are:general Rules: laid 
down,and accordingto-which:we-aretdbe detetmined in 
our; choice of 'particulars,::but. yer; the: partichlars/ mot 


withſtanding are Indifferent, and matter of: Chriſtian 


Liberty., .and. what humane prudence is 'to regulate 
us' iN; GE © eZ 313 LRIT, F{ITM4HQ & 17: 811: 70.1; T a= /9 

All which-will yet be further confirmed by conſider- 
ing the. Nature of: the things ;which- are the Subje&t-of 
thoſe general Rules, viz, Order, Decency and Edification, 
which-do,tmoſtly, if not altogether, depend upon vari- 
able-cyrcumſtances; iand- may :be- different according to 


thatbbeing: ſabſervicat thereunto. - As for. inſtance, De- 
cency doth: generally depend upon Cuſtom, and the 
Cuſtom of Ages and Countries being different, Decency 
in, one Age: or Country. may: be and often. is quite diffe- 
rent from what -it-is in_another.: Tt was,once comely, 
amongſt ſome Nations-to.be covered in Divine Worſhip, 
and praiſed bothamongſtthe Fews-in their Synagogues; 
as the Apoſtle doth-inf{inuate; 2 Cor. 3.; 14- and their 
awn Authorsdo; acknowledge (a); .and alſo amongſt the 
4) Remans, : But'it was Comely amongſt. others tobe Un- 
covered,as among(k the Greezars, (c) who in;thok Times: 
giving Laws of Ciwility; and in -many _things of Reli-! 
gion too.'/to. other; Nations, it became a prevailing; 
Cuſtom,,!,.and was, :8s:a;thing-decant; introduced. into. 


'the Chriſtian.Church,! Tus 1} is:alſo85:to.Bulifcation, | 
which! doth-in like manger ofters depend, upon:cixcume» 


ſtances ,-- and-accordingj to:thoſe circumſtances the: Ee. 
dification of the Church n,its Peace, 1nion, and Com- 
tort may be promoted: or hindered,, 8nd .that-may:be 
for Edification-in; one Age or -Ghurch, ;which-is: ot fo: 


. 


in.angther; ©! -5 18! 300 11355. 95:14 lov yo. Lov 
Thus. the being cqvered:in; Divine Werſhip-was , fot: 


Edification in the ,Fewi/h Church, being uſed 4n token 


- of 
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of Fear and Reverence, Diſtance and Subjettion ; in 
allofion to which the Seraphims are repreſented appear- _ 
ng before God, after that manner, //az. 6. 2, and in 
{mitation of whom the Apoſtle ' pleads that Women - 
ſhould be vailed in Religious Aſſemblies, in token of 
Subjection and Shamefacedneſs, x Cor..11. 10. But on 
the contrary He doth Judge and Determin that, for 
the Reaſons above given, it was better and more for 
Edification, that Men ſhould be therein Uncovered. 
So the Love-feaſts, and F7oly-kiſs of Charity were at the 
firſt thought good for Edification, and were according- 
ry» in Apoſtolical times, (being an Excellent and Uſe- chryſoft. and 
,Admirable and Friendly,Cuſtom)as thereby was figni- TheoPhy!-in 
fied the Univerſal Leve and _ that Chriſtians Tem. _ 
ought to maintain, and which they ſhould at all times c. 35: de ovat. 
but eſpecially in Divine Worſhip be forward to expreſs * © 
and renew : But when Diſorder and Licentiouſnels a- 
roſe from them, they were generally laid aſide, and Concil. Log. 
Aboliſhed by cos C. 28. Sc, 
So it was thought to be for Edification in the Primitive 
Church to Adminiſter Baptiſm by immerſion or dipping, 
and the Apoſtle, doth make uſe of it as an excelent argu- 
ment to newneſs of life, Rom. 6. 3, 4- and yet notwith- 
ſtanding the ſignification of it,” andthe praftice of the 
Church for a long tune, a Charitable reaſon hath over- 
ruled it, and brought in Sprinkling inſtead of it. Thus 
lrting at the Lords Supper: is accounted decent by ſome, 
and for Edification, as it's a table poſture, and is a ſign 
of our-being feaſted by God ; and yet in a general Synod 
ot the Reformed Churches in Poland, &c. it was decla- 
red that foraſmuch as fitting was tmtroduced firſt by the Synod. Petri- 
Arrians ( befde the Cuſtom ufed ' in all the Evangelical prrggnne hg 
Churches throughout Europe,) we rejett it as pecutiar to 
them (that as they. do irreverently treat Chriſt, ſo alſo his 
Sacred appointments) and as a Ceremony leſs Comely awd 
GC Devout 
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Devout, and to many wery offenſive. So that: Order , 
Decency , and Edification ' being generally mutable- 
things, and varying as circumſtances vary, there could 
in the nature of the thing be only general rules preſcrib- 
ed, and ſo the particulars muſt be left to diſcretion, and 
to be determined by thoſe that are beſt able and have 
Authority to judge of the circumſtances, and to pick 
out of them thoſe which are Indifferent, what may beſt 
ſerve the ends of Religion, and the honour of its in- 
ſtitutions. 

- 2. I ſhall prove that _— Tudifferent in them- 
felves,though not preſcribed, may be Laufully uſed in Divine 
Worſhip,from the praCtice of our Saviour and his Apoftles. 
Under the Law the Conſtitution was very exa&, the 
Rites and Orders of it very particular, and the Obſer- 
vation of them punCtually required. But as it was not 
fo preciſe but that many things refpeCting the outward 
order were added, ſo ſome things were altered: upon 
prudential conſiderations ; and 'by the addition or al- 
teration of which the Authority of that Law was not 
conceived to be infringed, nor violated ; as it's evident 
from the refpe&t which our Saviour ſhewed to them, and 
his compliance with them. An inſtance of this is the 
Synagogual Worſhip ; It's a controverſy whether there 
was any proviſion made under the Law for the places 
themſelves, the intimations of that are (if any) very 
obſcure, but there are not ſo much as any intimations 
of the manner and order or parts of the Worſhip there- 
int to be obſerved ; and yet we find fach there was, 
Atts 15. 21. Moſes being read and preached there every 
Sabbath day ; and that our Saviour frequently reforted 
toit and bore a part init, Fohn, 18. 20,&c. The ltke 
temper we find him of, when he uſed the Cup of Chari-' 
ty after the manner of the Jews, in the Paſſover, though 
there was no inſtitution for it ; and that it was as _— 

other 
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other things, taken up and ufed amongſt them by way 
of fignification,and as a Teſtimony of entire Friendſhip, 
and Charity, Luke, 22. 17. But I conceive alteration 
_ of circumſtances in -'5 inſtitution is much more excep- 
tionable than the addition af ſuch to it, and yer this 
was both done by them and obſerved by our Saviour, 
when there was nothing elſe to oblige him, but only 
2 condeſcenſion to themi in ſuch uſages and rites as were 
inoffenſive in themfelves, and what were then generally 
uſed in the Church. _ That the poſture firſt required 
and-uſed in the Paſſover was ſtanding, the circum- 
ſtances, being to be eat with Staves intheir Hands and 
Shoes on their Feet, &c. do prove, and is affirmed by Philo. de 5a- 
the Fews ; and it is as manifeſt that the Fews in the <ifAbe,-c 
time. of our Saviour, and for a long time before, did 
 recede from it,and did eat it 11 the poftureof diſcumben- 
cy ; whether it was as they looked upon themſelves as 
ſettled in the poſſeſſion of Canaar, which they were at 
the firſt inſtitution Travelling towards ; or, as it's ſaid 
ty the later Fews, becauſe it was a ſign of Liberty, and Lightf. Hor. 
after the manner of Kings antl Great men, -is not ſo materi- Math. c. 26. 
al, as it is that our Saviour did follow this Cuſtom, and ** 
complied with this praftice of theirs without heſitati- 
on. And thus did the Apoſtles when they obſerv'd the 
hours of Prayer, A#s, 3. 1. which were of humane 
inſtitution as well as the Prayrs "themſelves , ( for 
without doubt they were publick Prayers,” which were 
uſed in the Temple,) but though the place was,yet that 
ſervice was of no more Authority than what was uſed 
in the Synagogues. Now if the Fews did thus inſtitute 
and aker things relating to external Order and Admini- 
tration , according as the cafe might require, and it 
was lawful for them ſo todo (as it's plain from the com- 
pliance of our Saviour and the Apoſtles with them in 
it) then much more may it be ſuppoſed lawful for the 


C 2 Chriſtian 
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Chriſtian Church to exerciſe that liberty when they 
have no ,other than ſuch general rules for- their direct1- 
on as they had then, without ſuch particulars as they 
had. 
And that this is no other thar# certain Truth will 
by appear from the ſame liberty taken in Apoſtolical times 
in Religious Aſſemblies, when the Chriſtian Church 
not only complied with the Fews in ſuch Rites as they 
were under no Obligation,but that of Charity,to uſe, and 
which they did uſe becauſe they were not forbidden, 
and fo lawful ; (as when St. Pau/ took upon him a 
Vow, Ads. 21. 26.) but alſo had ſome Obſervances 
of its own, that were of a ritual nature, and as they 
_ . were taken up ſo might be laid down upon prudential 
conſideration. Such I account was the Waſhing the 
Diſciples Feet, which was done by our Saviour in token 
of the Humility he was to be a preſident of, and would 
have them follow him in ; and which it ſeems was ob- 
- ferved amongſt them, x 7:zw.5.10.and for a long time after 
(a) Ambros. continued in a fort in ſome Churches ( a ). Such alſo 
com-41:3-4e were the Love-feaſts at the Adminiſtration of the Lords 
C. I. Supper ; and the Zoly-kiſs uſed then amongſt Chriſti- 
| ans, if not asa conſtant attendant upon all publick Wor. 
(b) Tertul. de qyjp, yet to be ſure at Prayer (4). Which and the 
|” te ulges, however taken up, yet were in the Opini- 
on of the Church no other than Indifferent, and ac» 
cordingly were upon the abuſe of thgm (as I obſerved 
on cy diſcarded. From all which it appears, that 
there was no ſuch thing as Preſcription expeCted before 
any Rite ſhould be introduced into the Church, or be- 
fore it would be lawful for Chriſtians to uſe it, but that 
where it was not forbidden, the Praftice of the Church 
was to determine them; and if Preſcription had been 
thought neceſſary for every thing uſed in Divine Wor- 


fhip, which was not Natural, then certainly our Savi- 
our 
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our and his Apoſtles would never have uſed or encourag- 
ed others to uſe any thing that wanted ſuch Authority, 
and that was not of Divine Inſtitution. 


Now if it ſhould be objefted that theſe uſages of the Ames. Freſfr 
Chriſtian Church, were Civil obſervances, and uſed as ay 5 2.5ect. 
well out f God's Wofſhip as in it ;. and therefore what þ.334. 

e 


there needed no. inſtitution. for, and might be lawfully 
uſed without. Ianſwer x. That this doth juſtify moſt of 
the uſages contended for , and there would be nothing 
unlawful in uſing a White Garment , &c. in Divine 


Service, | fince'that as a ſign of Royalty and Dignity was Cafaub. Exer- 


uſed in Civil as well as Religious caſes, and according 
tothis Argument may therefore lawfully be uſed in Re- 
ligious, becauſe it was in Civil. 

Secondly, They muſt fay that either a Civil obſer- 
vance, when uſed in Religious Worſhip, remains Civik, 
notwithſtanding its being ſo applied, or. that it's Religj- 
ous whilft ſo applied ; if the former then Kneeling or 
Standing in the Worſhip of God would be no aCts of 
Adoration ang not be Religious, becauſe thoſe poſtures 
are uſed in Civil matters. ; if the latter, then it muſt be 
granted that there may be Rites uſed-in the Worſhip of 
' God and toa Religious. end, which there 1s no Divine 
Preſcription for. | | 

Nay Thirdly, It's evident that theſe and the like were 
not. uſed-by- the Chriſtians as meer Civil Rites ; this I 
think. is made evident, as to Waſhing the Feet, by a 
Learned Perſon (a) ; and not only wasthe kiſs of Charity 
called the Zoly-kiſs in Scripture, but by the Fathers, 


(notwithſtanding what is-(4) objected) the Seal of Prayer, (5) ames. ibid: 
and the Seal of Reconciliation, and both conſiſtent, the Þ- 342. 


one as it was an attendant upon that office, the other * 
asit was a teſtimony of their Charity and Reconciliation 
eo each other in it. 


Fourthly, 
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Fourthly, Tf the being Civil uſages did make them 
which were originally"{o, to be lawful in or at Divine 
Worſhip, then there is nothing that is ufed out of Wor- 
ſhip in Civ cafes and affairs, but may be introduced 
into the Church ; fince if it be for that reatonthat any 
ufages of that kind fare defended, the reaſon will as well 
defend all as one. ' And theft the Hiſtrionical PraQices 
of the' Church of Rowe might warantably be intro- 
duced, as the rocking of a Babe in a Cradle at night, at 
the Nativity time ; the Harrowing of Hell at Eaſter, &c. 
Then a Maypole may be brought into the Church for Chitd- 
ren th Dance-about and Climb np on, in ſign of thelr defere 
to feek the things abvve ;. and a ſtiff Straw put into the 
Childs Hand, for a fign of Fighting againſt Syiritual E- 
remies, as with a Spear; AnJ all the abſurdities of that 
Nature charged naricafly upon our Proceedings (49 

would return with-ftcceſs npon themſelves': Since a 
theſe are fetched from Cuſtoms and Pratices in Secular 
matters. 7 
Fifthly, Tf this be a reaſon to Defend the Uſe of Rites 
in the Chriſtian Church; Secauſe they 'are aſtd out of it, 
amdl in Civil cafes;then what will become'sf that poſition, 
before fpoken of,  and'generally aſſerted by thoſe who 
oppoſe us, that nothing i to be uſed in the Worſhip of 
God without Preſcription, except the Natural Circumſtances 
of Afton ; for though Civil and Ndtural-are fometimes 
coincident, yet they' may be and often are Separated ; 
for Feaſting and Safutation 'are Civil uſages, 'but are no 
Natural Circumſtances in Divine Worfhip, arid which 
that cannot be perfornied withont. © And if theſe and 
the hke were uſed in the Church,and applied and annexed 
ro Divine Worſhip ; then the reafon- upon which they 
were introduced and uſed doth, wherever that'reafon 
1s, juſtify the like Prattice, and we are keft till to chooſe 
and att according tothe Permiſſion and Allowance that 
is 
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is given us; that is, all ſach things that are not forbid- 
den are juſt matter of our Chriſtian Liberty; and there 
is no Sin in a Prudent exerciſe of it. I'm 

3- T ſhall furtherprove and ſtrengthen the Propoſiti-. 
on, that things Indifferent, though not preſcribed, may 
be lawfully uſed in Divine Worſhip , from the ill conſe- 

uences attending the contrary ; one of which is, that 
+ we hold all things not commanded to be prokibited, 
we ſhall find no Church or Religious Society in the 
World but are Guilty ; and if the doing fo makes Com- 
munion with 2 Church unlawful, there is* no Church 
we can hold Communion with. There .are ſome 
Churches that do maintain and uſe ſuch things as the 
Scripture expreſly condemns, and do lay afide ſuch as 
the —_— as oy comet of ge? | in its- 
Worſhipping Saints and 'Angels, and denying the Cup 
to the Fes Ge: And 1 2 things Fogck in aetefiry 
for thoſe to quit'its Communion that are of it, and for 
thoſe to avoid it that are not in it. But other Churches 
there are that are Guilty of no ſuch Fundamental 
Errors and fatal miſcarriages, and may fo far lawfully 
be Communieated with. But 'even none of theſe are 
there,but what,either wittingly or unwittingly, do take 
the liberty of uſing what the Scripture hath no where 
required. Tt was notorioufly fo in the Ancient Church 
when ſome Cuſtoms did univerſally obtain amongſt 
them ; as the Anniverſary Solemnities of, the Paſſion, 
Reſurre&tion, and Aſcenſion of Chriſt, and Deſcent of 
the Holy-Ghoſt, the receiving of the Lords Supper Faſt- | 
iog ; (a) the Praying toward the Eaſt (5) ; the Standing in 4g fonng 
their Devotions on the Lords Days, (c) eſpecially trom @) 8:1. de 
Faſter to Whitſuntide ; the Dipping the Baptized thrice $pir. S. c. 27. 
in Water '( &), &c.. Now whatever ſome of the Fa- Avda +. ag 
thers might plead for any'of theſe from Scriptures miſ- (4 ) Ambros. 
underſtood, yet it's plain that none of theſe arerequired 1. 2. de Sa- 


crament, C7. 
ups 
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in Scripture, and if fo, a Perſon that holds it unlawful 
to uſe any thing uncommanded, and to-hold Communi- 
on with a Church ſo uſing, -muſt, have ſeparated from 
the Catholick Church, ſince. (it there- be Credit'to be 
given'to the Fathers ſo reporting) they all agreed in 
the uſe app iCtice of. the things above recited. And 


he that - held all fixed -Holy-Days . of Eccleſiaſtical 
Inſtitution. unlawful; and all Ceremonies not inſtituted 
by God to be prohibited, muſt not have Worſhipped 
with them, who did not only thus do, but, thought 
it are , When univerſally Pradtiſed to do other- 
WIC. . h \ 4x 

But again as there were ſome Riges univerſally held 
in eſtimation,ſo there were others that were peculiar to 
ſome Churches, and that were not thought to be oblig- 
ing out of that Particular Communion, as when in 
the Church of Rome it was the Cuſtom to Faſt on the: * 
Saturday ;. and of moſt others to make no ſuch diftin- 


{a) Aug. Epift. tion betwixt that and other days. ( a) In the Church 


of M/ain they Waſhed the Feet of thoſe that were to 
.be Baptized, but in the Church of Rome, they uſed it 


(2) Ambroſ. not (45).* Now if perſons did believe ſuch things unlaw- 


ful, they could 'have ng Communian with any particu- 
lar Church, becauſe no Church was without ſuch Un- 
commanded Rites ; or if they could be ſo fond as to 
think the Rites of their own Church to be of Divine 
Inſtitution, yet how could they have Communion with 
a Church, where the contrary Cuſtom did prevail, as. 
in the caſes aboveſaid. And as it was then, ſo it is now 
with all ftated and ſettled Churches ia the World, who 
do Practiſe againſt this Princip!:, and either expect not 
or are not able to find aCommand for every thing eſtabli- 
ſhed amongſt them; and that Practiſe with as much con- 
trariety'to each other as the Church of Rowe and Milam 
once did. So in ſome Churches they receive the Lords 
Supper 
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Supper Kneeling, in ſome Standing,in others Sitting. In 
ſome they Sprinkle the Child in Baptiſm but once, and 
in others thrice. Now there would be no reconciling _ 
of theſe one to another, and no poſſibility of holding 
Communion with them under theſe circumſtances, or 
of being a Member of any Church, it we muſt have 
an inſtitution for every thing done in the Worſhip of 
God, and that we muſt joyn in nothing, which has it 
not. As for Inſtance what.Church is therein the World, 
which has not ſome form or forms of Prayer, and whoſe 
Service .for the moſt part '( generally ſpeaking) is not 
made up of them ; eſpecially that doth not uſethem 
in the Adminiſtration of the Sacraments. But now if 
a Perſon holds that whatever is not preſcribed is un- 
lawful, and that forms of Prayer are'no where preſcrib- 
ed, then he cannot joyn with the Church fo uſing, but 
while in the body of the Church by reſidence, he muſt 
be no:'Member of that Body in Communion. | 
| Nay further,if this be true,then none muſt hold Com- 
munion with them who are of this Opinion ; ſince thoſe 
that pretend moſt toit, and urge it as a reafon againſt 
Communion with us, live in contradiction to it, 
and do Prattife and. Uſe. things which they have no 
"more Authority, nor can give more reaſon. for, than we 
do tor the things they condemn, and that is, that they | 
are. lawful, expedient;, and convenient. As. for Ex- 
ample, let us conſider the Sacraments, in which, if any 
thing, we might expe particular Preſcription, becauſe 
they. are meer Inſtitutions ; wheredo they find that the 
Baptized Perfon is neceſſarily. to be Sprinkled > What 
Command or Example have they for it, or what rea- 
ſon more than the reaſon of the thing taken from ex- 
pedience and the general Practice of the Church of God 
in colder Climates ? And yet this is as much ufed a- 
mongſt them that pretend to keep exactly to the Rule 

D of 
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of Scripture, as it is amongſt us that take a liberty in 
ncadel]; but with this Bevace, chat 
they do it upon the ſuppoſition of a Command, and 
fo make it neceſſary, and our Church leaves it, as it is, 
Indifterent. Again, - where do they find a Command for 
Sitting at the Lord's Supper, or ſo much as an Example? 
(For the Pofture of our Saviour is left very uncertain.) 
Where again do they find a Command for the neceſlary 
uſe of conceived Prayer, and that that, and no other, 
ſhould be uſed in the publick Worſhip of God? And that 
they muſt-prove that maintain-publick Forms unfaw- 
ful. :Where again do they find it required that an Oath 
is to be taken by laying the Hand on the Goſpel and 
Kiſſing the Book ? which is both a Natural and Inſtituted 
part of bono being a Solemn Invocation of God 
and an Appeal to him, with an acknowledgment, of 
his Omnifcaence, and Omnipreſence ; his Providence 
and Government of the World ; his 'Fruth and: Juſtice 
to Right the Innocent and Puniſh the Guilty ; all which 
is owned and teſtified by Kiſſing that Book that Ged 
has declared this more eſpecially in. And if we more 
Particularly defcend tothoſe that differ from us in this 
point : Where do thoſe of the Congregational way 
find that ever Chriſtians were otherwiſe divided from 
Chriſtians than by place, or that they did eombine into 
particular Churches, ſo as not to be all the while re- 


puted Members of another, and might be admitted , 


upon removal of place, upon the fame'terms that they 
were of that they removed from -; or indeed that they 
were ſo Members of a particular as'not to be Members 
of any or the whole Church of Chriſt, upon their be- 


ing Baptized ? Where do they find that'Chriſtians were 


gathered out of Chriſtians, and did combine mnto a 
Soctety Excluding thoſe from it that would not' make 
& Profeſſion: of their Faith and Converfion diſtinct from 

that 
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that at Baptiſt» Where do we ever read that he that 
was a Miniſter of one Church was not a Miniſter all the 
World over, as well as he that was Baptized in one was 
reputed a Chriſtian and Church-Member wherever he 
| came? Again,where do we read that its neceſſary that Mj- 
niſters ſhopld be alike in Authority, Power, and Furiſdi- 
Con, and that there is to beno Aenozin in point of Or- 
der and Superiority amongſt them : Or that thereare to 
be Elders for Governing the Church, who are not Or- 
dained to. it, and are-in no other State after than th 
were. before that Service, both of which are held by the 
Frey terians, ſtri&ly fo called ? And if it be ſaid theſe 
{peck Government but not Worſhip ; I anſwer the cafe 
c ſame, for if we are to do nothing but what is 
pref in the Worſhip of God , becauſe, (as they 
ſay) it derogates from the Prieftly Office of Chriſt, and 
doth detract from the Sufficiency of Scripture '; "then 
I fay upon the like reaſon, there muſt be nothing uſed 
in Church Government but what is preſcribed , ſince 
the Kingly Office is as much concerned in this as the 
Prieſtly in the other, and the Sufficiency of Scripture 
in both. Laſtly, Where; do: any- of them find that - 
[ poſition ;in Seripture, that there is nothing lawfal in Divine © 
Worſhip but. what 1s preſcribed, and that what is not Com- 
manded is, Forbidden? And if there be no ſfych poſition 
in Scripture, then that can no more be true than the 
want of ſucha, poſition car rendor things ops Comman- 
ded tobe unlawtal. - | 6 
And now [ am come to that which ft put an Iffuc 
One Way gr. other to the diſpute ; for if there be no fuch 
polition an Scripture, . either i= x5 in it, or _ be 
garhered by: good; ——— 11'E have: gain nd 
== Pa4nt 5: but if Shenwe” nut x give 
floor this is indeed contended for. Fee its Oy, 

; Zig, its zccounted: in Scripture an: hainous Crime Object. 7 
on D 2 ro 
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| ' to do things not Commanded ; as when Nadab and Abijhu 

Levit..o. offered ſtrange Fire before the Lord, which he Commanded 

I, XC. them uot, &c. From which form of exprefſion it may 
be colleted.,- that what is not Commanded is Forbid- 
den ; and that in every thing uſed in Divine Worſhip 
there muſt be a Command to make it lawful and allow- - 
able. 

Anſw. 1. To this I anſwer that the Propoſition infer'd, that al 
things not Commanded are Forbidden, is not true, and fo 
it cannot be the Sence and Meaning of the Phraſe ; for 
x. then all things muſt be either Commanded or For- 
bidden ; and there would be nothing but what muſt be 
Commanded or Forbidden ; but I have before ſhewed, 
and it muſt be granted, that there are things neither 
Commanded nor Forbidden, whichare called Indifferent. 
2. if things not Commanded are Forbidden, then a thing 
not. Commanded is alike Hainous as a thing For- 
bidden. | And then Pavid's Temple: which he Jefigned 
to Build would have-been Criminal as well as Ferobo- 

(a) Efth.9.27. am's Dan and Bethel ; and the Feaſt of (a) Purim, like 

(6) r King.12. Feroboam's . Eighth Month (4); and the Synogogal 

7 1ha 65.3 Worſhip like the Saerificing m Gardens (c); and S | 

{d) A&.3.r. hours of Prayer (d) like NadaÞs Strange Fire. The ! 
former of which were things Uncommanded, and the 
latter Forbidden;and yet They were approved and Theſe 
condemned. | | TE TNTT | 

2. The. things, to which this Phrafe #0? Comman- 
dd is applied, do give no encouragement to ſuch an 
Inference from it-; for its conſtantly applied to fuch as 
are abſolutely Forbidden. This was the caſe of Nadab 
and 4b;hu, who offered Fire not meerly Uncomamanded, 


but what \ ll appearif we cotifder 
: that the Nard, Strange ben es to matters of Wor- 
thip doth fignify as much as Forbidden, Thus we read 


Exbt:30.9. Of Stravge Incenſe, that is, other than what was com- 
: | pounded 
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pounded according to the direCtions given for it ; which ' 

as it was to be put to no common uſes, ſo no common. yer. 24.” 
perfume was to be put to the like uſes with it. So we Ct. 37. 29 
alſo read of Strange Vanities, which is but another je. 8. 19. 
Word for Graven Images ; and of Strange Gods. And 

after the ſame ſort is it to be underſtood in the caſe 

before us, viz. for what is Forbidden. For that ſuch 

was the Fire made uſe of by thoſe Young Men will be 

further confirm'd, if we conſider that there is ſcarcely 

any thing belonging to the Altar ( Setting aſide the 
Structure of it ) of which more is ſaid than of the 

Fire burning upon it. For r. It was lighted from Hea- 

ven (a). 2. It was always to be burning upon the Al-(a) Lev.9-24. 
tar. (4) 3. If it was not made uſe of in all Sacred (3) ch, 6. 12. 
matters (where Fire was to be uſed) yet it was moſt 

Holy, and when Atonement was to be made by Incenſe, 

the Coals were to be taken from thence (c), and there-(c) Lev. 16. 
fore ſurely was as peculiar to thoſe Offices as the In- **- 45 
cenſe, and to be as conſtantly uſed in them, as never 

to be uſed in any other. And it will yet make it 

more evident if it be conſidered 4. That juſt before 

there is an account given of the Extraordinary way 

by which this Fire was lighted, for the Text faith , 

there came out a Fire from before the Lord, and conſumed Ley. 24. 
upon the Altar the Burnt-=Offering, &c. and immediate- 

ly follows the Relation of Nada#'s miſcarriage. Now 

or what reaſon are. theſe things ſo clofely connected, 

but to ſhew wherein they Offended. For before it was | 
the Office of Aaror's Sons to put Fire upon the Altar, Lev. :. 7. 
andnow through Inadvertency or Preſumption Attempt- 

ing to do as formerly, when there had been this Decla- 

ration from Heaven to the contrary; they: Suftered for 


it: 5. It appears further from the conformity betwixt 


the Puniſhment and the Sin ; as there came Fire from 
before the Lord and conſumed the Burnt-Offering ; to _ 
rnem 


2 Chron. 13. 
7. 1o. 
Ch.15. 2. 


Deut.17.3.4- 
Jer. 5.31. 
Ch.19.5. 
Ch.32. 35. 
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them what Fire for the future ro make uſe of : So upon 
their Tranſgreſſion there came out Fire from the Lord 
and devoured them ; to teach others how Dangerous 
it was to do otherwiſe than he had Commanded. So 
that it ſeems to me to be like the caſe of Zzzah, when 
they carried the Ark ina Cart, which the Levites were 
to have born upon their Shoulders ; and it was not an 
Offering without a Command, but otherwiſe than Com- 
manded, that was their Fault ; and without doubt they 
might with no more Offence have taken what Fire they 
would for their Incenſe, than what Wood they pleaſed 
for their Fire, if there had been no more diret1on about 
the one than the other. But to proceed in the other 
places of Scripture where this Phraſe of of Command- 
ed is to be met with, its alſo ſoapplied to things For- 
bidden ; as to what is called 4bomination, which is the 
Worſhipping of Strange Gods, the Sun, Moon and Stars, and 
the Floſt of Heaven : To the building the Hizh Places of 
Topheth, and the burning their Sons and Daughters in 
the Fire to Baal, and jw. them to paſs through the Fire 
«unto Molech. Of ſuch and the like its ſaid, which 7 
Commanded them not, neither came it into my mind. And 


Jer. 2g.22,23- laſtly it's applied to the falſe Prophets, who ſpate Les 


in the name of the Lord; in which caſe the meer being 

not Commanded nor ſent by him, is in the nature of 
the thing no leſsthana Prohibition, it being a Belying 
God ; though there had been no ſuch place as, Deur. 
18. 20. to forbid it. Now if fo much ſtreſs was to be 

laid upon the Phraſe, as the Objettion doth ſuppoſe,and 
that we muſt take a Non-Commanding for a Prohibi- 
tion, we might reaſonably expe&t to find the Phraſe 
-otherwhere applied to things that were no otherwiſe 
Unlawful than becauſe not Commanded ; but: when its 
always fpoken of things plainly Prohibited, its a ſign 
that its rather God's Forbidding that made them _— 
| u , 
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ful,” than his not Commanding. But it may till be faid, 
why ſhould then the Phraſe be uſed at all in fuch mat- 
ters, and why ſhould the caſe be thus Repreſented,if not 
Commanded is not the ſame with Prohibited ? 
To this I anſwer, 1. That all things Prohibited are: 
by conſequence not Commanded ,; but it follows not 
that all things not Commanded are Prohibited. If it was: 
Forbidden to Offer Strange Fire, then it was a thing. 
not Commanded ( for otherwiſe the fame thing would 
be Forbidden and Commanded) but if it had been a thing 
not Commanded only, it would not by being ſo have 
been any more Prohibited than the Wood that was to 
be burnt upon the Altar. Now its with reſpect to the 
tormer that things Prohibited are call'd things not Com- 
manded ; and not with reſpect tothe' latter. 2. Indeed 
the Phraſe »of Commanded is only a Meiofis or Softer way 
of ſpeaking, when 'more is underſtood than expreſs'd.. 
A Figure uſual in all Authors and Languages, that I 
know of, and what is frequently to be met with in 
Scripture. Thus its given as a Character of an Hypo- 
critical People, they choſe that in which I Delighted not, Iai. 56. 3. 4, 
which is-but another Word for what was faid in the ©-$5+ 3» 42- 
verſe before, their Soul Delighted in their Abominations, 
or Idolatries. And when the Apoſtle would Deſcribe 
the evil ſtate of the Gentile World,by the moſt Hainous 
and Flagitious Crimes, /#cb as Fornication, Covetouſneſs, Rom. 1.28,29, 
Maltciouſneſs, Envy, Murder, and what not, he faith 
_ of theſe, that they were things not convenient. And it 
s as evident that the Phraſe #0? Commanded is of the 
like kind, when the things itsapplied to are alike Noto- 
rtous and Abominable. | 
; But its further Obje&ed, that'its ſaid in Scripture, 0hjeF. 77. 
fhall not add unto-the Word which I Command you, nei- yay, , 2, 
ther ſhall yei diminiſh ought from-#*: And that our Savi- 
our condemning the Practices-of the Scribes in this kind, 
concludes; 


 Matth.15.9. 


Anſwer. 


Dent. 4. 4,6. 
(a) Deut.12. 
32. 


Matth, 5. 19. 
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concludes, 1» Vain do they Worſhip me, Teaching for 
Doftrines the Commandments of Men. From whence it 
may be colle&ted x. That all things not Commanded 
by God in his Word are additions to it 2. That ſuch 
additions are altogether unlawful. . | 

To this I reply, | 1 

x. If they mean by adding to the Word, the doing 
what that Forbids, and by diminiſhing, the negleCtting 
of what that requires (as the next Words do intimate, 
and is plainly the ſenſe otherwhere (a), when its no 
ſooner faid,What thing ſoever 1 Command you, Obſerve to 
do it ; but it immediately follows , thou: ſhalt not add 
thereto, nor diminiſh from #) its what we willingly con- 
demn; according to that of our Saviour, Whoſoever ſhall 
Lreak one of theſe leaſt Commandments , and ſhall teach 


Men ſo, he ſhall be called leaſt in the Kingdom of Heaven. 


2. If they mean by adding the appointing ſomewhat 


elſe inſtead of what God hath appointed, as Feroboam 


2 King.16.14, 
77. 


Matth.15.3. 


did the Feaſt of the Eighth Month; and by diminiſhing, 
the taking away what God hath Commanded, as Ahaz 
did the Altar, and Laver, &c. This is what we con- 
demn alfo, and do blame in the Church of Rowe, whilft 
they feed the People with Legends inſtead of Scripture, 
and take away both that and the Cup from the Laity. 

3- If they mean by adding, the adding infolent expo- 
ſitions to the Command, by which the end of it is 
fruſtrated. This our Saviourcondemn'd in the Pharjſees, 
Why do ye Tranſgreſs the Command of God by your tradi- 
tion 2 For God C emmanded ſaying, Honour thy Father, 
&c. but ye ſay, whaſoever ſhall ſay to bis Father, it is a 


gift, &&c. Thus ye have made the Commandment of God of 
none effett by your tradition. And this we condemn in 
the Church of Rome, who. do defeat the Commands 
of God by their DoStrines of Attrition and Purgatory, 


4. If 
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4. If they mean by adding, the making of that which 
1s not the Word of God to be of equal Authority with 
it ; This our Saviour condemn in the. Phariſees, when 
they 7aught for Doftrines the Commandments of Mey, and 
eſteenrd them as neceſlary to be obeyed, and to be of 
| equal force with what was Authorized by him ; nay it 

ſeems, they had more regard to the Tradition of the 
Elders than the Commandment of God , as our Savi- 
our Infinuates, verſe, 2, 3. and has been obſerved from 
their own Authors. This. we alſo condemn -in the 
Church of Rome , which decrees that the Apocrypha 
and Traditions ſhould be received with the like Pious Con. Tried. 
regard, as the Sacred Writ. Seſs. 4.Decr.1. 

5. If by adding they mean the giving the fame Effica- 
cy to humane Inſtitutions, as God doth to his, by mak- 
ing them to conferGrace upon the rightly diſpoſed;and by 
diminiſhing, that the Service is not complete without ir. 
This our Saviour condemn'd in the Phariſees,when they 
maintained that to. eat with unwaſhen Hands defiled a 
Man, verſe 20. And this we condemn in the Church 
of Rome, in their uſe of Holy-Water, and Reliques and 
Ceremonies. 

Thus far we agree ; but if they proceed, and will 
conclude that the doing any thing not Commanded, in 
the Worſhip of God is a Sin though it have none of the 
ingredients in it befere ſpoken of, we therein differ from 

them and upon very good reaſon. For therein they differ 
from our Saviour and his Apoſtles, and all Churches, 
as I have ſhewed. Therein alfo they depart from the 
notion and reaſon of the thing : For adding is adding 
to the ſubſtance, and making the thing added of the 
Nature of the thing its added to ; and diminiſhing is 
diminiſhing from the ſubſtance, and taking away from 
the Nature of it ; but when the ſubſtance remains 1n- 
tire, as much after this humane appointment as it was 
E 


before 
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before it, without Loſs and Prefidice, without Debaſe- 
ment or Corruption , it cannot be called an addition 
to it, in the ſence that the Scripture takes. that Word 
in. 

Nay ſo far are we from admitting this charge, that 
we return it upon them, and do _ them in Crimi- 
nals upon it. For thoſe that do Forbid what the Goſpel 
Forbids not, do as much add to it, as thofe that Com- 
mand what the Goſpel doth not Command : And if 
it be a Crime to Command what that Commands 
not, it muſt be ſo to Forbid what it Forbids not. And 
this is what they are Guilty of that do hold that nothin 
5 to be uſed in the Worſhip of God but what is wefriben 
for if that be not a Scripture Propoſition and Truth (as 
certain it is. not) then what an addition is this ? A 
greater ſurely than what they charge upon us ; for all 
that is Commanded amongſt us, is took'd upon not as 
neceſſary but expedient ; but what is Forbid by them 
is Forbid as abſolutely unlawful ; the latter of which 
alters the Nature, whereas the other only affetts the 


.circumſtances of things. 


Ofe?..IIT. The ſecond Commandment, Thou ſhalt not make unto 


drſwer.. 


thee any Graven Image , &c: ' is. frequently made uſe of 


to prove that we- muſt apply nothing to a Religious Uſe 
but what is Commanded-;. and we are told that the 
ſence of it is, that We muſt Worſhip God in no other way, 
and ta other meansor Religious. Rites, than what he hath 
reſcribed. 

E The beſt way to anſwer this is. 1. To conſider 
what is Forbidden intthis Commandment, and 2. To 
ſhew that we are not concern'd inthe Prohibition. As 
to. the former, 

x. It this Command it is: provided, that there te no 
a&tof Adoration-givento any beſides God. By this the 
Heathens, are. condemned.in their Plurality of Gods, _ 

1e 
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the Church of Rowe in the Veneration they give to; 

Saints and Angels. 

2. That the Honour we give to. God be ſutable to 
is Nature, and agreeable to his Will. Sutable to his 
Nature ; and fo we are not to Worſhip him by Crea- 
tures,as the Sun,&c.. for,thatiis toconſider him as Finite ; 
nor by Images and External Repreſentations , for that 
is to conſider him as Corporeal : Agreeable to his Will ; 
and fo we are Forbidden all other Worſhip of him than 
what he hath appointed. Its in the laſt of theſe we 
are concerned, for I believe there will be no attempt to 
prove that there is any thing in our Worſhip that doth. 
derogate from the perfections of God, and is unſutable 
to his Nature, further than the defe&ts that muſt ariſe 
from all Worſhip given by Creatures to a Creator. And 
if we come to conſider it as to what he hath revealed, 
there can be nothing deduced thence to prove Rites 
inſtituted by Men for the Solemnity 'of God's ſervice 
to be Forbidden ; and which for ought I ſee is not at- 

6 tempted to be proved from this Commandment , or 
from Scripture elfe where, but by crowding ſuch Rites 
into and repreſenting ther as a part of Divine Worſhip. 
This way goes one of the moſt induſtrious in this cauſe. 
Ceremonzes , ſaith he, are External Rites of — Ames. Freſh 
IVorſhip, as uſed to further Devotion, and therefore being __. 
invented by Man are of the ſame Nature with Images, by 14 joe nw 
which and at which God is Worſhipped.In which are no leſs 

+ than three miſtakes. As r. he makes whatever 1s uſed 
to further Devotion to be Religious Worſhip. 2. he- 
makes it a fanlt in External Rites in-Religious Worſhip 
that they are uſed to further Devotion 3. he makes _ 
External Rites taken up by Men , and- uſed for that 
end to be of the ſame Nature with Images. If I thew 
that theſe are really miſtakes I think that in doing fo' 
the whole argument taken-from the 2. ——_ 

| L 2 alls 


LNAMIL 


( 28) 
fafls with it. 1.' He miſtakes, in that he makes' whaz-' 
ever is uſed to further Devotion to be Religious Worſhip : 
The error of which will appear from this confideration ; 
that all things relating to Divine Worſhip are either 
Parts or Adjun&s of it; Parts, as Prayer, and the Lord's 
Supper ; Adjuntts,as Form and Poſture. Now Adjun&s 
are not Parts, becauſe the Worſhip 1s intire and 'invari- 
able in all the Parts of it, and remains the ſame though 
the Adjunts vary. Prayer is Worſhip, whether with a 
Form or without ; and: the Lord's Supper is Worſhip, 
whether Perſons Kneel,Sit,or Stand in the receiving ot it. 
And yet though theAdjunQts are no part of Worſhip,they 
further Devotion in it. This thoſe that are for conceiy- 
ed Prayer plead for Their Practice , and this alſo is 
pleaded by thoſe that are for a Form. This do: they 
urge that are for Sitting at the-Lord's Supper,” and this 
they fay that are for Kneeling ; ſo that theſe and the like 
Adjun&s do further Devotion,and are for Edification,is 
an argument uſed by both.Now itAdjunCts are not part of 
Worlhip and may be yet uſed to further Devotion,then the 
furthering Devotion by any Rite dqth not in it ſelfmake 
that Rite ſo uſed to be Worſhip. I acknowledge there is 
Falſe Worſhip as well as True ; True Worſhip 1s of Divine 
Inſtitution,and FalſeWorſhip is of Humane Appointment; 
and becomes Worſhip when either Divine Inſtitution is 
pretended for it,or its uſed for theſame ſpecial ends that 
God's Worſhip is inſtituted for, that is, as neceſſary to 
acceptance , Or as a meansof Grace. And ſo I confeſs 
Adjun&ts may be made parts of Falſe Worſhip, as many 
Ceremonies are in the Church of Rome ; but this is not 
the caſe with any things uſed in the Adminiſtration of 
Worſhip in our Church ; we plead nothing of Divine 
Authority to enforce them, uſe them not as neceſlary, 
nor as means of Gracezfter the manner we do the Word 


of God.and the Sacraments. 2. Its another miſtake, that 
its 
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its charged'as a fault upon Rites in Worthipz:that They 
are.uſed to' further Devotion. Without' this end ſurchy - 
they are-not to be uſed, or at leaſt not to be:encourag- 
ed ; for Divine Worſhip being the acknowledgment of 
God and a giving Honour:toHim,, ſhould haveall things 
about it Grave and Solemn, that may; beſt:ſyte-it; and 
promote:the ends for which its uſed, But-if-Rites are 
uſed in it that have no reſpect to ſuch ends, they become 
Vain and Trifling , -neither worthy of that nor our 
Defence: And therefore we : juſtly blame the Church 
of \Rome for the Multitude: of Ceremonies uſeg uin;their 
Worſhip, and. for ſuch that-either have no'{ignification, 
or whoſe ſignification 1s ſo obſcure as 1s-not eaſte to be 
obſerved: or traced, - and: that rather hinder than further 
Devotion.. Surely it would: riot fo. well anfwerthe end 
if the Hand in Swearing was laid upon another:Book,' as. 
when on the Goſpel ;' nor if the T:ove-teaſts at the Lord's 
Supper had been only asa Commion Meal, - without re- 
ſpect to Charity ſignified by it. -- 3. Its another miſtake 
that External Rites taken up by Men;and uſed for the 
furthering Devotion are made: to 1be:: of the fame Nature 
with Images. | This there: is nofoundation for;for the Re- 
ligious uſe of Images is exprefly contrary: to the Com- 
mand of God, and Forbidden, becauſe it tends to de- 
baſe God inthe thoughts of thoſe that Worſhip him by 
ſuch'mediums. - But there is nothing in the uſe of ſuch 
External Rites {as ate before ſpokeniof) that fall under 
the cenſure of either of theſe; bur that we may lawtul- 
ly uſe them, and the uſe of which 1s not therefore at 
all Forbidden in the 2. Commandment. 


\ If there be not a Rule for all things belonging to the 04jeF. IP.) 


Worſhip of 'God, the Goſpel would be leſs perfect than 


. the Law ; and Chriſt would not be ſo Faithful as Moſes, ' 


in the care of his Church, Heb. 3. 2. which is not to 
be ſuppoſed. 8: | he 
| The 
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"The ſufficiency of Scripture and Faitbfalneſs of Chriſt 


are not to.be judged of by what we fancy they ſhould 


have determined, but by- what they have. Its a plauſi- 
able Plea made by the Church of Rome for an Intallible 
Judge-in matters of Faith, that by an Appeal to him 


All controverſies would be decided, and the Peace of the: 


Church ſecured. But notwithſtanding all the- advan- 
tages which they ſo hugely amplify, there is not one 


Word in Scripture ( which in a matter of that impor- 


tance is abſolutely neceſſary) that doth ſhew tharit is 


neceflary-;: or (were itſo) who the Perſon or Perſons. 


are thatſhould have this Power or Commillion. And in 
this caſe we muſt be content to leave things as the 
Wiſdom ' of God hath thought fit to leave them , 


and to go on in the old. way of fober and ami- 
cable debate and fair reaſoning to bring debates to a: 


concluſion: : Thus it is mm the matter before us , the 
pretence is very Popular and Plauſible, that, Who can 


better determine things Relating to the Worſhip of 
God , than God' whoſe Worſhip it is.2 And where 


may \we expet to find:them better determined than in 
his Word;' which is ſufficient to all the ends it. was 


writ fors2 But when we'come to enquire into the caſe, 


we find no ſuch-thing done, no fuch care taken, no 
ſach particular dire&ivons as they had under the Law ; 
and therefore -its certairithat nexther the ſufficiency. of 
Scripture, nor .Ffirhfulneſs -of Chriſt ftand upon thar 
foundation.” And # 'we do not find thelike particular 
preſetiptions in Baptiſm as Ciroumcifion ; nor in' the 
Lord's Supper as inthe Paſfover ;- nor in Prayers as itt 
Sacrifites ; #s plain that the ſaffeciency of Seriptare'and 


Fanhfulneſs:pt Chrift &0- reſpeft ſomewhat elfe, and” 


chr thoy areinor rhe leſt for thewanrof them. -Chriſt 
was Faithful; as Mes , To him rhat uppoiurcd bam, in 


performing what belonged to him as a Mediator ( in 


which 
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which reſpe& Moſes was a Type of him ) and diſedver- 


ing to Mankind in Scripture the method and means: 


by which they might be Sav'd ; and the ſufficiency of 


Scripture is in being a ſufficient means to that end, and 
putting Men into fuch State as will render them ca-- 
pable of attaining to it. And as for modes and circumſtan- 
ces of things they are left to the prudence of thoſe who by 


the Grace and the Word of God: have: been converted 


to the Truth, and have received 1t in the: Love of it. 
f have been the larger in the conſideration of this prin- 
ciple, viz. that Nothing but what is preſcribed may be 
lawfully ufed_in Divine Worſhip, that T might relieve the 
conſciences'6f thoſe that are Inſnared by it, and that 
cannot be ſo, without ſubjetting: themſelves'to great 
inconvemences. For it nothing but what is of that 
Nature my be uſed or joyned with, 'and that the ſecond: 
Commander doth with as much. Anthoriry Forbid 
the uſe of any thing not Commanded, as the Worſhip- 
ping of Tmmages : 1 

and 7zzas touching of the Ark be examples Record-- 
ed for caution to. us, and that every thing Uncomman- 
ded, is of the like Nature., attended with the like 
+ aq and alike do expoſe to God's Difpleaſure : 
If the uſe of any thing not preſctibed be ſuch 'an ad- 
dition to the Word of God, as leaves us under the Pen- 
alty of that Text; f any Man _ add unto theſe things, 
Ged (hall add- unto him the Plagaes that are Written in 
this Book; we-cannot be-too cautious 1n the. Examina- 
tion of what is, or what is not preſcribed. Bur with-- 
all if this be our caſe, it would be more intolerable 


than that of the Fews.. For amongſt them every thing, 


for the moſt part was plainly laid down, . and though the: 
particular Rites and Circumſtances preſcribeg-in their 
Service were many, yet they: were ſufficiently deſcrib'd: 


in. their Law, and it was but confalting that,. or Thoſe- 


whoſe: 


Nadabs and Abjhu's Strange Fire, 


Rev. 22. 13. 
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whoſe: Office and;Employment. it wasto be.well verſed 
in it, and. they: might be -preſently | inform#,; and as 
ola. 


ſoon {ce 1t.,as the; Book. was laid; open. This they all 


agreed in. - But it is-not ſo.under the.Goſpel,and there is 


'no greater.proof of it than the ſeveral ſchemes drawn 
up tor Diſcipline, and Order, by thoſe that have been of 
that Opinion .and made ſome attempts to deſcribe them. 


And then when.things are thus:dark and-obſcure, fo 
hard to trace and: diſcover, that it has thus -perplexed 
and baffled. thoſe that. have made it their, buſineſs. to 
bring theſe things within Scripture Rules;hoy. perplex- 
ed muſt they. be that are. not skilled. an it : And (as. I 
have above ſhewed). muſt all their,Days five.in the Com- 
munion, 'its likely , of no Church ; ſince though a 
Church ſhould have nothing in it. but what-is preferib- 
ed, yet it. would take up a great deal of time to examine, 

and more to be ſatisfied that all in 1t is preſcribed. -,- 
Fi I: ſhall conſider, How we may. know. what things are 
Indifferent in the Worſhip of God? +I may anſwer,to 
this that we may know what is Indiffterent in the Wor- 
ſhip of God -by the fame Rule that we may know what 
15 Indiflerent 'out of, Worſhip, that1s, 1f the thing to, be 
enquired: after be neither required'nor Forbidden : For 
the Nature of Indifferency. is always the ſame, --and 
what it is 1n one kind or inſtance, it 1s in all ; and if the 
want of a Law to Require or Forbid doth make athing 
Indifferent in Natural or Civil matters , 'it doth alſo 
the ſame in Religious : And in things Forbiddenby Hu- 
mane Authority, the not being required in Scripture ; 
and in things required by Humane Authority the not 
being” Forbidden in Scripture is a Rule we may fafely 
determine. the caſc,and judge of the Lawulneſs and In- 
differency of things in, Drvine Worſhip. by. But'I con- 
fels -the Queſtion .'requires. a 'more particular, Anſwer, 
becauſe things in their Nature Lawful and Indifferent, 
| may 
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may yet, in their uſe and application, become unlaw- 
ful. As it 15 in Civil cafes and Secular matters, to be 
Covered or Uncovered is a thing in it ſelf Indifferent ; 
but to be Covered in the preſence of ſuch of our Betters, 
as Cuſtom and Law have made it our Duty to ſtand 
bare before, would be unlawful, and it would: be no 
excuſe for ſuch an Omiſſion and Contempt, that the 
thing is in it ſelf Indifterent. And then much more 
will this hold where the caſe is of an higher Nature ; 
as it 1s in the Worſhip of God, where things in them- 
ſelves Indifferent may become Ridiculous, Abſurd and 
Profane, and argue rather contempt of God than reve- 
rence for him in the Perſons uſing them. Again, the 
things may , though Grave and Pertinent, yet be ſo 
numerous that they may obſcure and oppreſs the Service, 
and confound and diſtract the Mind that ſhould attend 
to the Obſervation of them ; and ſo for one reaſon or 
another are not to be allowed in the Solemanities of 
Religion. Therefore in Anſwer to the Queſtion, I ſhall. 
add, | 
I. That things Indifferent are fo called from their 
general Nature, and not as if in practice and uſe, and 
all manner of caſes, they always were fo, and never un- 
lawful ; for that they may be by Accident and Circum- 
ſtance ; being lawful unlawful , expedient or inex- 
pedient, as they are uſed and applied. 

2. Tobſerye that there are ſeveral Laws which things 
Indifferent do reſpe&; and that may be Required or 
Forbidden by one Law, which is not Forbidden or Re- 
quired by another ; and that may be Indifferent in one 
State which is Unlawful in another, and by paſling out 
of one into the other may ceaſe to be Indifterent, and 
therefore when we ſay things are Indifferent, we muſt 
underſtand of what Rank they are, and what Law they 


do reſpe&t ; As for example, Humane —_ 
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and Religious Worſhip are different Ranks to which 
things are referred ; and therefore what may be Indiffe- 
rent in Converſation- may : be unlawful in Worſhip. 
Thus to Enterchange Dtſcourſe about Common Afﬀairs 
is 2 thing lawful in it ſelf, and uſeful in its place ; but 
when pradiiſed in the Church and in the midſt of Reli- 
gious Solemnities is. Criminal. This diſtintion of 
Ranks and States of things 1s uſeful and neceffary to be 
obſerved, and which if obſerved would have prevented 
the objection made by ſome, that if a Church or Au- 
thority may Command Indifterent things , then they 
may require us to Pray Standing upon the head, &c. for 
that though Indifferent in another caſe is not in that, as 
Leing unſutable to it. - 

3- Therefore we muſt come to ſome Rules in Divine 
Worſhip, by which we may know what things in their 
Nature Indifferent, are therein alſo Indifterent , and 
may be lawfully uſed : It being not enough to plead they: 
are Indifterent in themſelves (as ſome unwarily do) and 
therefore preſently they may be ufed ; For by the ſame 
reaſon a Perſon may Spit in anothers Face, may keep 
on his Hat before the King, &c. the Spitting and be- 
ing Covered being in their Nature Indifferent. But 
now as there are certain Rules which we are to reſpe& 
in Common and Civil Converſation, and which even 
in that caſe do tye us up in the uſe of things otherwiſe 
Indifterent : So it is as reaſonable, and myſt be much 
more. allowed that there are ſome Rules of the like 
Nature which we muſt have a regard to in the Admini- 


{tration of Divine Worſhip. And as in Common mat- ' 


ters, the Nature of the thing ; in aCtions the end; in 
Converſation: the circumſtances are to be heeded, v:z. 
Tine, Place, Perſons; as when, where, before whom 
we are Covered or Uncovered, &c. So in Sacred mat- 
ters ; the Nature of the thing, in the Decency and $0- 

lemnity 
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lemnity of the- Worſhip ; the end for which it was ap< 
pointed, in the Edification of the Church ; and the 
Peace, Glory, and Security of that, in its Order are to 
be reſpected. And according to theſe Rules and the 
circumſtances of things, are we to Judge of the In- 
difterency, Lawtfulneſs, or Expediency ot things uſed 
in the Service of God ; and as they do make for or a- 
g4inſt, and do approach to or recede from theſe Chara- 
cters, ſo they are to be 1ejected or obſerved, and the 
more or leſs eſteemed. But yet we are not come to a 
concluſion, for 1. Theſe are general Rules, and fo the 
particulars are not ſo eafily pointed to. 2. Decency, 
and Edification, and Order are. { as was obſerved be- 
fore ) Variable and Uncertain, and depend upon Cir- 
cumſtances, and fo in their Nature not eaſily determin- 
ed. And, 3. Perſons have very different Opinions 
about what is Decent, Edifying , and Orderly ; as in 
the Apoſtles time in the Church of Remeſome were for, 
and others againſt the Obſervation of Days ; and in 
the Church ot Corinth, ſome doubtleſs were for being 
Covered, others for being Uncovered in Divine Wor- 
ſhip. And therefore there is ſomewhat further requiſite 
to give Satisfaction in the point ; and by which we may 
be able to Judge what is Decent, Edifying, and Order- 
ly ; as well as we are by what is Decent, &c. to De- 
termine what is fit to be uſed in Religious Worſhip. 
And this we may be help'd in by conſidering, 

1. That ſome things make fo Eminently for, or are 
ſo Notoriouſly oppoſite to theſe Rules, that Common 
Reaſon will be able forthwith to Judge of them, and 
to declare for or againſt them. So when the Love-feaſts, 
and the Lord's Supper were appointed for the teſtify- 
ing and increaſe ot mutual Charity ; if one took his 


Supper before another, it was to make it rather a pri- 1 Cor. r2, 
vate Meal than a Religious Feaſt, and fo was a Notori- 29 27+ 
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ous Breach of Order and- Chriſtian Fellowſhip. So a 
Tumultuous ſpeaking of many together is leſs for Edifi- 
cation, agd hath more of Confuſion than the Orderly 
ſpeaking of one by one. ' And Service in an Unknown 
Tongue doth lefs conduce to Edification than when it 
is in a Language Vulgarly known and Underſtood ; 
this is a caſe that Reaſon as well as the Apoſtle doth 


. Determine to our Hands, and which Mankind would 


Chryf. in 

b Cor. 

Ch. 14. 40. 

a Cor. 14.26. 


with one conſent ſoon agree to, were it not fora certain 
Church in theWorld that carries thoſe of its Communion, 
againft Senſe, Reaſon, and Nature,for its own advantage. 

2. But there are other things which are not ſo Clear 
and Evident, and ſo the caſe needs further con- 
ſideration. For the clearing of which we may ob- 
ſerve, 

I. That we are not ſo much to Judge of Decency, 
Order, and Edification aſunder, as together ; theſe 
having a mutual Relation to and dependance upon each 
ather. So- its well obſerved by St. Chry/ſoſtom , That 
nothing doth ſo much Edify, as Order, Peace and Love: 
And the Apoſtle when he had reproved the Diſorders 
of their Service in the Church of Corinth concludes it, 
Let all things be done to Edifying. "The not obſerving 
of this is the occaſion of very great Miſtakes in this 
matter ; For Perſons when they would Judge of Edifi- 
cation conſider preſently what they conceive doth moſt 
improve them in Knowledge or any particular Grace ; 
and having no further conſideration, for the ſake of 
this throw down the Bounds of publick Order and' 
bring all into Confuſion ; and for Edifying (as they ap- 
prehend) themſelves do Diſturb if not Deſtroy the 
Church of God, and render the means uſed in it inef- 
fectual to themſelves and. others. Thus again they 
Fudge of what is Decent, and Indecent ; and con- 
dude that there is no: Indecency in Sitting, ſuppoſe at 

the 
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the Sacrament, or the Prayers ; but they miſtake ie 
ſucha conception, whileſt what is againſt publick Order 
and Practice, is for that reaſon Indecent, were there no 
other reaſon to make it ſo.So that if we would Judge a- 
right of either of theſe we muſt. Judge of them toge- 
ther ; and as Order alone is not. enough to make a 
thing Decent which is in it ſelf Indecent ; fo Decency 
or particular Edification is not enough to'recommend 
that which is not to be Introduced or Obtained with- 
out the Diſturbance and Overthrow of publick Order 
and Peace. | 

2. When the caſe is not apparent, we ſhould rather 
Judge by whar is contrary than by what 1s agreeable 
to thoſe Rules. We know better what things are not 
than what they are : And if Chriſtians ſhould never 
agree to any thing in the External Adminiſtration of 
Divine Worſhip till they agree in the notion of Decen- 
cy, Order, and Edification ; or till they can prove 
that the things uſed, or required to be uſed in a Church, 
do exactly agree to the Notion and Definition of it ; 
Worſhip muſt never be. Adminiſtred, - or the greater part 
of Chriſtians muſt Exclude themſelves from it. And 
yet this muſt be done before it can be poſitively ſaid 
(unleſs in things very manifeſt)that this is Decent,or that 
is Orderly, &c. Theſe things as I have ſaid are variable; 
and depend upon Circumſtances ; and ſo Perſons muſt 
needs be Wonderfully Confounded if-they come to Nice- 
ties and inſiſt upon them; And therefore as we better 
know what is Indecent than Decent, Diforderly than 
Orderly, againſt than for Edification , ſo 1ts better to + 
take the courſe aboveſaid in Judging about it. As for. 
inſtance, if we would enquire into the Decency of the 
Poſture to be uſed in the Lord's Supper, or the Edifica- 
tion that may ariſe from it ; ſome will ſay its beſt to 


receive it in the Poſture frequently uſed. in the Devoti- 
ONS, 
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-ons- of 'the ancient Church of Standing or Incurvation ; 


others would chooſe Sitting, as the diſtenting Parties a- 


moneg(t us,and ſome Forreign Churches ; others be for the” 


Poſture of Kneeling uſed in ours and many more, and 
all with ſome ſhew of reaſon. In theſe different caſes 
it may not perhaps be ſo eaſy for a Perſon (Educated in 
a irene way from what is Prattiſed and Prefcribed) 
to Judge of the Decency or Edification ; but if he find it 
not Indecent, or Deſtructive of Piety, and of the ends 
tor which the Ordinance was Inſtituted, he is therewith 
to ſatisfy himſelf. St. 4u/tiz puts a like caſe and gives 
the like anſwer. Some Churches Faſt .on the Saturday , 
becauſe Chriſt's Body was then in the Grave, and he in a 
State of Humiliation. Others do Eat on the Saturday, 
both becauſe that Day God Reſted from his Work, aud 
Chriſt Reſted in the Grave. And how in ſuch a caſe to 
Determine our ſelves, both in Opinion and Pradctice,that 


Father thus dire&ts, 1f faith he, what i injoyned be not 


againſt Faith, or good Manners,it ws to be accounted Indiffe- 
rent. AndI may add,if it be not Indecent, Diforderly and 
DeſtrudQive of Piety, its lawful. | 

3- If the caſe be not apparent, and we cannot eaſily 
find out how the things uſed and injoyned ina Church 
are Decent, &c. we are to conſider that we are in, or 
Obliged to be of .a Church, and that theſe things do 
reſpett ſuch a Society ; and therefore are to be Cautious 
how we Condemn this or that for Indecent, Confuſed, 
and Inexpedient, when we ſee Chriftians agreeing in 
the Prattice of them, and ſuch whom for other things 
we cannot Condemn. When we find if we argue againſt 
it, they argue for it, and produce Experience againſt 
Experience, and Reaſon againſt Reaſon, and that we 
have a whole Chuxch againſt our particular conceptions 
of things of this Nature ; we ſhould be apt to think 
the Fault may be in our ſelves, and that its for m_ of 
ES x | Under- 
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Underſtanding and Inſight, for want of Uſe and Tryal, 
and by Reaſon of ſome Prejudices or: Prepoſletſions thar 
we thus- differ in our Judgment from them. We ſee 
what little things do Determin Men ordinarily in theſe 
matters ; how addicted ſome are to their own Ways 
and Cuſtoms, and forward to Like or Condemn accor- 
ding, to. their Education , which doth: form' their con- 
ceptions and fix their inclinations; how Prone again 


others gre to Novelty and Innovation. So St. Auſtin Epiſt. 118. 


obſerves, ſome warmly contend for an-uſage, becauſe irs 
the Cuſtom of their; own Church ; .as if. they come, ſuppoſe” 
into another Place where. Leut 1s obſerved without 'any' Re- 
laxation, they however "refuſe to Faſt, becauſe its not ſo 
done in. their Country. © There /are others again do like, 
and are bent upon a particular Rite or Uſage, Becauſe, 
faith he, they obſjerv'd this in their Travels abroad, and ſo 
a: Perſon' is for it , as perhaps 'he would be thought "ſo 
much the more Learned and Confiderable, as. he is diſtant - 
or doth. diſagree from what is obſerved at home. Now 
when Perſons are Prone thus'to Judge upon ſuch little: 
Reaſons, and may miſtake in their Judgment, and do - 
Judge againſt. a Church ( which they” have no other 
Reaſon againſt) it would become them to think again ; 
and to think that the caſe perhaps Yequires only time 
or uſe to wear oft their Prejudices, and that by theſe 
ways they may aseffectually be reconciled to the things 
Practiſed in arch be they are to the Civil Uſages and ' 
the Habits of a Nation, which at the firſt they looked: 
upon in their kind as Indecent and Inexpedient, .as they 
can do of the Uſages of a Church in'theirs. As ſup- 
poſe the Diſpute ſhould be about Forms of Prayer, or 
the uſe of reſponſals in it, we ſee that Decency, Order, 
and Edification- are pleaded by the Parties contending 
for and againſt, but when a Perſon conſiders that what- 


ever Opinion he therein hath, yet if he be againſt 
them, 
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Them, he is at the ſame time againſt all for med Churches 
in the World-, he may conclude fafely that there is a 
Decency, Order, and Expediency in the Publick ufe of 
them ; and as St. 4/tin ſaith of a Chriſtian living in 
Rome where they faſted upon the Saturday that /«ch a 
oue ſhould not ſo praiſe a (Chriſtian City for it, as to 
Condemn the Chriſtian World that was againſt it ; foe 
{ſhould not be fo Zealous againſta Practice, as to Con- 
demn thoſe that are for it, and be fo addited to our 
own Opinion as: to ſet that againſt a Community and 
a Church, nay againſt all Churches whatſoever. This 
will give us reaſon to ſuſpeC its a Zeal without Know- 
ledge when we preſume to ſet our-Judgment , Reaſon, 
ans Experience, againſt the Judgment, Reaſon and Ex- 
perience of the Chriſtian World. Which brings to 
the Fourth General. - | 

. How are we to determine our ſelves in the uſe of 
Had; erent things with reſpet to the Worſhip of God? 
For reſolution of which , we are to conſider our ſelves 
in a threefold Capacity. 1. As particular Perſons, ſo- 
litary and alone. 2. As we are1in Ordinary and Civil 
Converſation. | 3. As we are Members of a Publick So- 
 clety or Church. -:-.. | 

In the firſt capacity, every Chriſtian may chuſe and 
att as he pleaſeth;; and all Lawful things remain to 
him., -as they are in their own- Nature , Free. He 
may eat+this or that ; chufe this day or another, and 
ſet 1t apart for the Service of God and his own ſoul. .In 
this ſtate, where there is no Law of man to require, 
he may forbear to uſe what is Indifterent ; where there 
15 no Law to forbid, he may freely uſe it. 

In the ſecond capacity, 'as in Qonverſation with o- 
thers, he :is to have a regard to them, and to uſe his 
Liberty fo as ſhall be leſs to the prejudice, and more to 
the benefit of thoſe he converſes with. . So faith the 

| Apoſtle, 
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Apoſtle, ail things are Jawful for me, but all things are 1 Cor. 10.2 
wot expedient ; all things are lawful for me, but all things 
Edify not. In this capacity Men are ſtill in their own 
Power ; and whilſt its no Sin they may fafely att, 
and where its no Sin they may forbear in complyance 
with thoſe that are not yet advanced to the ſame Ma- 
turity of Judgement with themſelves; as the Apoſtle 
did, Though ſaith he, 7 be free from all Men, yet have 7 1 Cor.g. 19. 
made my ſelf Servant unto all, that 1 might gain the more. *<- 
| And unto the Jews I-hecame a Jew, &c. In ſuch a caſe 
the ſtrong ſhould not' deſpiſe ,: affront, or diſcourage 
| _ weak; nor the weak cenſure and condemn the 
| rong. *; 36% EN | 
| inthe third Capacity, as weare Members ofa Church 
and Religious Society, fo the uſe of Indifferent things 
comes under further conſideration , fince then the 
Practice of a Church and the Commands of Authority 
are to be reſpeted. And as what we may lawfully do 
when alone, we are not to doin Converſation, becauſe 
of Offence : So what we may allowably do when a- 
lone or. in Converſation, we muſt not do in Society, 
it Forbidden by the Laws and Cuſtoms of it. For the 
fame reaſon (if there was no more) that Reſtrains or 
Determines us m Converſation, is as much more forcible 
in Society, as the Peace and Welfare of the whole is to 
be preferred before that of a part ; And if the not griev- 
ing a Brother, or endangering his Soul makes it reaſo- 
nable, juſt, and neceffary to foregoour Liberty, and to 
Reſtrain our ſelves in the. exerciſe of it, then much 
more 1s the Peace of a Church (upon which the preſent 
Welfare of the whole, and the Future Welfare of many 
depend) a ſufficient reaſon for ſo doing, and to Oblige 
us to act or not to aft accordingly. . The Apoſtle faith, 
Let every one of us pleaſe his Neighbour for his good: to Rom. 15. 2. 
Edification, that is, to his Improvement -in Knowledge 
G or 
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or Grace, or Chriſtian Piety , and the promoting of 
Chriſtian Concord and Charity : Now: Edification is 
eminently fo with reſpeCt to the whole, as the Church 
is the Houſe of God, and every Chriſtian one of the 
living Stones of which that Spiritual building is com- 
patted ; and ſo he is to conſider himſelf, as well as he 
15 to. be conſidered, as a part of it, and to ſtudy what 
may be for the. Edification of the whole, as well as the 
good. of any particular Member of it. And how is that 
but by promoting Love, Peace, and Order, and takin 

Care to: Preſerve it ? So. we find Edification Oppoſed 
toDeſtruction , to Confuſion, to Diſputacity and Licen- 
tiouſneſs : And on the contrary, we find Peace and 
Edifying, Comfort and Edification, Union and Edifi- 


cation -joyned together, as the one doth promote the 


other. And therefore as the Good and Edification of the 


whole isto be always m ourEye,fo its the Rule by which 


we-ought to act inall things lawful;and to that end ſhould 
comply with its Cuſtoms, obſerve its DireCtions, and 


Obey its Orders. , without ReluQtancy; and Oppoſition. 


Thus the Apoſtle reſolves the caſe, Writing about pub- 
lick Order and the :Cuſtom newly taken up of Wor- 


ſhipping Uncovered, if any Man feem, or have a mind 


i Cor. 11, 16.. 


to be, contentious, we have no ſuch Cuſtom, neither the 
Churches of God ; looking upon that as ſufficient to put 
an endto ns —_— and. —_— that Nog 99 
might: be Plauſ inſt'it, from the Few; 

Praftice , and the ba vorn even of Angels _ 
ing after that manner ; and fromthe reaſon: of the thing 
as 2 ſignifieation of Shame and Reverence ; orfrom the 
PraQtice of Idolators. that did many of them Worſhip 


. Uncovered: ; yet he peremptorily concludes, We- have 


no ſuck: Cuſtom, 8c. . The Peace of the Church is to a 
Peaceable Mind. ſufficient to put an end to all Diſputes 
about it ;, and the Peace of. the: Church depending upon 

the 
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the Obſervation ef its Cuſtoms, that 41s infinitely to be 
referred before Scrupuloſfity and Niceneſs, or a meer 
inclination to a-contrary Practice. For in publick caſes -. 
a Manis not to go his own way, or to. have his own, 

mind,fer that would bring in Confuſion{one Man having 
as much a right as another.) There muſt be ſome- 
what Eſtabliſhed, ſome Common Order and Bond of 
Union ; and. if Confuſon is before ſuch Eftabliſh- 
ment, then to break that Eſtabliſhment, would bring 
in Confuſioa ; and where that is likely to enſue it is 


not worth the while for the trial of a new experiment 


to-decry and throw down what is already Eſtabliſhed 


Or Uſed in a Church, becauſe we think . better of ano- 


ther ; for ſaith a Grave Author, and well SkilPd in 
theſe matters, The wery change f a Cuſtom though it may 
happen to profit, yet doth or by its. Novelty.. 'Pub- 
lick Peace is worth all new Offers (if the Church 'is 
Diſquieted and; its Peace Endangered by them ) 
though in themſelves better ; andit 1s better to labour 
under the tnfirmity of publick Order than the mif- 
chiet af being without it, -or, what is next to-that, the 
trial of ſome Form , ſeemingly of a better Caſt and 
Mould that hath not yet: been experimented. I fay-it 
again, Infirmity in a Church 4s better than Confuſton, 
or Deſtruction which is the Conſequent of it': And I 
had rather chooſe that as I would a Houſs,to have one 
with ſome Faults, rather raanto have none at all ; And. 
if I-cannot have them mended ( when tolerable) I 
think my ſelf bound not only to bear with them, but 
to do all I can for its. preſervation though with them, 
and to obſerve all things that are lawful tor its ſuppore 
and encouragement. In doing thus 1ferve God, and 
bis Church, my .own Soul and -the Souls of | ethers, 
promote Religion and Charity in the World ; For God 
a not the Author of Confufton but of Peace in all the 
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Chirches of the Saints. In things which neither we 
nor the Worſhip are the worſe for, but the Church the 
better for obſerving, Peace and Order is far to be pre- 
ter'd before Niceties : And certainly neither we nor the 
Service of God can be the worſe for what God hath 
concluded nothing in. What the Goſpel looks' at is the 
Main and: Effential parts. of Religion in Doctrine, Wor- 
fhip and Prattice.” And if theſe be Secured , : we are 


under no Obligation to contend for or againſt the modes. 


and circumſtances of things further than the Churches 
Order and Peace is concerned in them. - So the Apoſtle; 
Let wot your Good be Evil ſpoken of : For the Kingdom of 
God is not Meat aud Drink, but Righteouſneſs , Peace; 
and Foy in the Holy-Ghoſt ; the' promoting Love and 
Charity, and ſubſtantiul Righteouſnes. #e that in theſe 


things Serveth Chriſt i acceptable to God, and approved 


of Men. © The Beauty of the Kings Daughter 15 with- 
«in, faith St. Auftin, and all its obſervations are 
< but its veſture , which though various in different 
& Churches, are no prejudice to the Common Faith, 
% nor to. ies that uſeth them. And therefore what he 
and his Mother received from St. Ambroſe,and looked up» 
on asa Divine Oracle, is worthy tobe recommended t; 


all, That in all things not contrary to Truth and good Man- 


ners, it becometh a Good and Prudent Chriſtian to Praftiſe 
according to iize Cuſtom of theChurch where he comes,if he will 
not be aScandal to them nor have them is ve a Scarant 109mm, 
And if the Cuſtom and Pradtice of a Church ſhould 
be thus taken into conſideration by a Good Man, then 
certainly mach more ought it fo: to be, when that is 
Eftabli and is made a Law, and is backed by Autho- 
5 . For then: to ſtand ir» Oppoſition is not only an 
Offence but an Afﬀeront ; and toirnfiſt upon the Gratify- 
ng our own Inclination againſt publick Order, is to con- 
rend whether we or our Superiours ſhall Govern, whether 
our 
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dur Will or the publick Good and Order muſt take place' 
And what can'bethe Iſſue of ſuch a'temper-bur'the diftra” 
Aion if hot Diſſolution of Government ; whitch as it can” 
not bewithout Governed as well as Governours, fo can* 
not bepreferved without the ſubmiffion of the Govern- 
ed in'all lawful things to the Governours-;- and the per” 
mitting them to-chooſe and determine i of that 
kind as theyſhall ſee meet. Its pleaded 7hat there ſhould 
be a Liberty left toChriſtians in thmgsUndetermined inScrip- 
ture, and ſach things indeed there are rhat:Chriſtians 
may have a Liberty inand yet told /Commiinion, as it 
Poſture, 'Tc.  (thongh Decency would plead for Unifor- 
mity in-thofe rhings alſo) 'but there' are other things, 
which they muſt agree in, or elſe there.can be no pub- 
lick Worſhip or Chriſtian Communion, which yet they 
differ in as much as the other. - As 'now whether Wor- 
ſhip is to be celebrated withor without a Form ; whether 
the' Lords Supper is to be received 'm the Morning or 


Evening; whether Prayers ſhould be long or ſhorr, 
&c. Now unleſs one of theſe diſagreeing Parties doth 


Yield to the other or there be a Power in Superiours 
and Guidesto determine for them,” and tliey are to ſub- 
T7 tothem in it, there wilt be nothing but” confuſion. 
And why Superiours fiay not-then-Comraind and 


'why Inferiours are not to obey in alt things of the like 


kind ; In Poſture or Habit, as well as the time (above 
ſpecified) -and Forms, T underſtand not. 
- To conchade this, if we find any thing required ar 
generally practiſed in a Charch , that is not Forbidden 
in Scripture ; or any thing Omitted'or Forbidden in a 
Church, that is not required in Scripture ; . we may and. 
ought to aftior to forbeat asthey that" are of itsCommu- 
nion do generally at 'or forbear, or the Laws of that 
Communionrequire ; and iti ſach things are to be _ 
1ha we 


if 


Objef. 


Gal 5.4. 
Anſwer. 


1 Cor, 1o. 29, 
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mined by the publick Voice of the Communion, that 


is, Authority, Cuſtom, or the Majoraty.. | 

But to this it will te ſaid, If we are thus to be de- 
termined in our PraQtice, then where is our Chriſtian 
Liberty, which being only in Indifferent things, if we 
are reſtrained inthe uſe of them, we are alſo reſirained 
in our Liberty, which yet the Apoſtle exhorts Chriſti- 
ans to ſtand faſt in. : 

I. This is no argument to thoſe that ſay there is no- 
thing Indifferent in the Worſhip of God ; for then there 
is nothing, .in it matter of Chriſtian Liberty ;. _ ere 
_ 2. A reſtraint of our Liberty, or receding from it 
is, of it. ſelf, no. violation of it. All perfons grant this 
1n the latter, and the moſt ſcrupulous are apt to plead 
that the Strong ought to bear with the Weak, and to 
give no Offence to. them by indulging themſelves ia 
that Liberty which others are afraid to take. But now 
If a Perſon may , recede from his Liberty, and is tound 
ſo'to do in the caſe of Scandal, and yet. his Liberty 
be not thereby infringed,why-may it not be alſo little 
infringed, when reſtrained by others 2. How can it be 
ſuppoſed,. that. there ſhould be fo vaſt a difference be- 
twixt reſtraint and reſtraint, and that he that is $6 
ſtrained by Authority ſhouldghave his Liverty prejudi- 
ced, and yet he that is reſtrained B y anothers C 0xſcience 
(as the Apoſtle faith) ſhould keep it intire? And if it 
ſhould be faid this, is Occaſional, but the other is per- 
priunnes by the Order, perhaps, of a Church. I an- 
wer, that all Orders about Indifferent things are but 
temporary, and are .only intended to bind fo long as 
they are for the good of the Community. And if they 
are for, continuance that alters not the caſe ; For though 
the Apoſtle knew his awn Liberty and where there was 
Juſt Reaſon could infiſt upon it, = he did not ſuppoſe 
that could be damnified;though for his whole life it was 
ty reſtrain'd. 
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reſtrain'd. For thus he reſolves, If meat make my. Bro- I Cor. 8. x3: 


ther to offend, I will eat no fleſh while the World ſland- 
eth, which certainly he would not have condeſcended 
to, if ſuch a prafttice was not reconcileable to his Ex- 
hortation of ſtanding faſt in that Liberty, Etc. | 
. Therefore to find out the tendency of his Exhor-- 
tation, its fit to underſtand what Chriſtian Liberty is, 
and that is truly no other than the Liberty which 
Mankind naturally had , before it was reftrain'd by 
particular Inſtitution; and which is call'd Chriftian Lt-- 
berty in oppoſition to the Fews which: had it not un-- 
der their Law, but were reſtrain'd from the praQtice 
and uſe of things, otherwiſe and in themſelves Law- 
tal, by ſevere Prohibitions. Now as all the World was: 
then divided into: Fews and Gentiles, fo the Liberty 
which the Fews were before denied, was call'd Chriſti-- 
an, becauſe by the coming of Chriſt, -all thefe former 
refraints were taken off, and all the World, both Fews: - 
and Gentiles did: enjoy it. - And therefore when the A-. 
poſtle dath exhort: them to ſtand faſt in it, it was, as 
the Scope of the Epiſtle doth ſhew, to warn them a- 
gainſt returning to that Fewz/b ſtate, -and againſt thoſe 
who. held it neceſſary for both Few and Gentle {till to. 
obſerve all the Rites and. Orders of it.. Now it the U- 
fages of a Church were of the ſame kind, or had the 
fame tendency, or were alike neceſſarily impos'd as 
thoſe of the Moſaical Law , then Chriſtians would be: 
concerned. 'in the Apoſtles Exhortation ; but where 
theſe reaſons are not, our Liberty is not at all prejudi- 
ced by compliance with: them. As. long I fay, as they: 
are- neither peccant in theix Nature, nor End, nor Num-- 
ber, they -are- not unlawful tous, nor is our Liberty: 
injured in the uſe of. them. And fo I am: brought: to» 
the laft General, which is, 

V. That there: is nothing required in. our: c—_ 
which; 
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which-is not either a duty init ſelf, and fo neceſſary: 
to all Chriſtians, or elſe what is indifferent, and ſo 
may be lawfully uſed by them. By things required, 1 
mean, ſuch as are uſed in the Communion and Service: 
of our Church, ,and impoſed upon the Lay-members of. 
it-{ for theſe are the things my Subjet doth more eſpe- 
cially refpet.) This is a Subjett too Copious for me: 
to follow through all the particulars of it; and indeed: 
it will be needleſs for me to. enlarge upon: it, if the 
foundation: have:laid /be: good ,, and the Rules before 
giyerare fit meaſures for. us to Judge of the lawfulneſs, 
or unlawfulneof things: by; for:by theſe we ſhall foon 
bring the Cauſe to:an Ifſue. I think there is nothing 
to be charged upon our Church for . being deiettiwve in 
any. Eſſential part of Divine: Worſhip« (as the Church 
of Rome is. in its Half-Commuinion y:nor of any pra- 
&ice: that is apparently inconfiſtent with, or that doth 
defeat the ends of any Inſtitution / as the fame Church 
doth offend - by having its Service in an unknown 
Tongue; and in the multitude. of :its Ceremonies \, f 
think it will be acknowledged, : that the Word: of God 
is fincerely and freely Preached, 'the Sacraments intire- 
ly and truly Admimfired, the Prayers for matter no 
tenſive and good. . And therefore the matter in diſpute 
5 about the Mmiftration of our Worſhip, and the man- 
ner of its performance ;-and I think the'things-of that 
y kind Objedted againſt , refer either to Time, or Forms, 
or Geſture. To Times, fuch are Feſtwals, or Days'fet 
apart for Divine Service; to Forms ſach are our Pray- 
ers, and the Adminiſtration of our Sacraments; to Ge- 
ſtures, as Standing; up at the Creed or: Goſpek, and 
Kneeling at the Lords Supper. But now all theſe. are 
/ exher Natural or Moral Circumſtances of Ation, and 
| which, as I have ſhew'd, are infeparable from it. Of 
the former kind are Days and Geſtures; of the latter 
| are 
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are Forms of Adminiſtration, and fo upon the reaſons 
before given may be lawfully determined and uſed. A- 
gain , theſe are not forbidden by any Law, either ex-. 
preſly, or conſequentially , and have nothing that is. 
indecent, diſorderly, or unedifying in them; and which. 
| if any ſhould engage his own opinion and experience 
in, he would be anſwered in. the like kind,. and have 
the opinions. and experience of. Thouſands that live in: 
the practiſe of theſe, to contradict him. And if there 
be nothing of this kind-apparent, or what carbe plain- 
ly prov'd,, ( asI am apt to believe there cannot) then: 
the Propoſition I have laid down needs. no fur- 
ther proof.. But if at laſt it muſt iſſue in things in- 
expedient to Chriſtians,. or arr unlawfulneſs in the Im-: 
poſure;.are either of theſe fit to be inſiſted upon, wher 
the peace of one of the beſt Churches in: the World is, 
broken by it, a lamentable Schiſm kept up , and our 
Religion brought into imminent hazard by both ? Alas. 
how near have we been to- ruin; and I wiſh I had no- 
reaſon to.ſay, how near are we to it,. conſidering the: 
indefatigable induſtry, the united endeavours, the 
b-- matchleſs policy of thoſe that contrive and defire it! - 
© 4 Can we think that we are ſafe, as long as. there is ſuch 
an abiding reaſon to make us ſuſpect it, and that our- 
diviſions are both fomented, and made uſe of by them 
to deſtroy us?" And if this be our danger, andyUnion- 
as neceſlary as deſirable, ſhall we yet make the breach 
wider, or irreparable by an obſtinate contention? God 
forbid !. O pray for the peace of Jeruſalem, they ſhall pro-- 
ſper that love thee :. Let peace be within thy Walls, and: 
proſperity within thy Palaces. Amen. . 


T. H.E. E.N-Dz. 
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